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CHAPTER Y

AVING said this, Vararuchi continued his tale as
[MI]   follows:-

'1. Story of Vararuchi . . .

In course of time Yogananda became enslaved by his
passions, and like a mad elephant he disregarded every
restraint. Whom will not a sudden access of prosperity
intoxicate ? Then I reflected with myself: " The king has
burst all bonds, and my own religious duties are neglected,
being interfered with by my care for his affairs, therefore it
is better for me to draw out that Sakatala from his dungeon
and make him my colleague in the ministry; even if he tries
to oppose me, what harm can he do as long as I am in office ? "
Having resolved on this, I asked permission of the king, and
drew Sakatala out of the deep dungeon. Brahmans are)
always soft-hearted. Now the discreet Sakatala made up
his mind that it would be difficult to overthrow Yogananda
as long as I was in office, and that he had accordingly better
imitate the cane which bends with the current, and watch
a favourable moment for vengeance, so at my request he
resumed the office of minister and managed the king's affairs.

Once on a time Yogananda went outside the city, and
beheld in the middle of the Ganges a hand, the five fingers
of which were closely pressed together. That moment he
summoned me and said: " What does this mean ? " But
I displayed two of my fingers in the direction of the hand.
Thereupon that hand disappeared, and the king, exceedingly
astonished, again asked me what this meant, and I answered
him : ** That hand meant to say, by showing its five fingers :
* What cannot five men united effect in this world ? 5 Then
I, king, showed it these two fingers, wishing to indicate that
nothing is impossible when even two men are of one mind."
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